Concurrent acute lymphoblastic leukemia and juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma in a pediatric patient.
The concurrence of acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) and an asymptomatic juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma is described. A 6-year-old boy without clinical evidence of neurofibromatosis had a juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma diagnosed on radiologic examination and before treatment of acute pre-B cell lymphoblastic leukemia. The patient has had a partial resection of the astrocytoma and is 9 months into treatment of his ALL, which is in complete remission. p53 gene mutation was not identified in this patient. The concurrent diagnosis before treatment of ALL and juvenile pilocytic astrocytoma, the latter normally an indolent tumor, suggests that some cases of astrocytoma previously ascribed to radiotherapy or other treatment may in fact be caused by other factors.